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Preface

My Arabic house is a series of books that have been written with the sole aim of teaching Arabic language to children
between the ages of ¢ to v years. Rayanatullugha is the first book of this series. I have drawn upon my own personal
experience in teaching Arabic Language to children of this particular age group during the production of these books.
For me choosing the correct curriculum for this particular age group proved to be difficult as I found that an Arabic
curriculum designed for native speakers of Arabic did not particularly suit children living in a non-Arabic country. I

found that this was due to the vast differences in culture and the educational environment.

Therefore it was deemed essential to design a syllabus which took into account all the difficulties and addressed them.

This publication aims to:

- Teach the Arabic letters, both short and long vowels. This can be done in either one academic year, during which
the number of lessons reflects the number of academic weeks in weekend schools, or in two to three years when the
Arabic is taught as a supplementary subject wherein children need time to consolidate vocabulary and enhance their

reading and writing.

- Take into account individual difterences among children and teach them in a manner so that each child will benefit
and learn to the best of their ability. Each child should be able to distinguish between short and long vowels and read

simple words correctly.

- Connect the child with his current surroundings through easy and interesting stories so he can express himself in

Arabic confidently.

- Subconsciously instil into the child the moral guidance that the stories reflect. This is achieved through focussing on the
lessons learnt from the stories.

o

- Enable the child to use grammatical structures correctly and gradually through the paragraph ." .~

- Develop the child’s vocabulary and enhance their ability to think and reflect . The key words and phrases in texts keep the

work at a challenging level and words are repeated in other texts for the child to absorb completely.

- Provide gradual practice in writing skills, where the child starts to fill or color the outlined letter, and then writes on the
grey area outlining the letter/word to be learnt following the direction of the arrows until reaching the stage where they
can write it independently. A diagram is provided in the book, that the child can work on in their own time with support

from home, this will greatly increase skill levels.

~Train the child to spell words from an early stage, as it is proven that spelling helps speed the reading process and enhances

writing skills.

- Teach the child in a manner that is educational as well as fun, this method of teaching promotes love for Arabic in a

child’s young age. This will then self-motivate the child to learn more as he gets older.

In hindsight, I would like to thank The ‘Syrian community school” team who were a huge support during the process of
researching and producing this series. I would also like to thank the teachers who helped in the illustration and the

consultation of this book.



Guidance for teachers and guardians

Below is a brief explanation of what the actvities in each chapter aim to achieve:

V=) T discover :
The first activity is an introduction to the story, as we need to make sure that the child is ready to absorb the

information and that they have enough amount of vocabulary that enables them to understand the story. Although this
paragraph does not list all the recommended keywords, but it reminds the teacher that he needs to simplify the text by

explaining new vocabulary occurring in the story. In the following paragraph: 8 \wd! US ) Guidance corner, we

suggested all these keywords and we listed them all with their translation in the back of the book for easy reference. The
teacher is required to introduce these keywords-which increase in their level of challenge- and drill them through Flash
cards and games. Parents are also advised to cover them with the child before retelling the story and attempting the

speaking activity. Guidance corner gives the teacher/ guardian a brief explanation of the steps that should be followed in

respect of speaking and listening, detailed explanation will be found in the ‘Teacher Guide’

Y — Q, ca:.«\ Listen to me:

This is the main activity which aims to build the child’s vocabulary through listening. Therefore stories have been
designed carefully taking into consideration the child’s age, environment and interests. We selected vocabulary that can
be expressed by body language or can be illustrated so the teacher uses this instead of translating. Translation during story
hinders child’s literacy and makes him less attracted and engaged. The child also needs to be given the chance to speak
freely about the pictures first, and then listen to the story. This ensures that the child is engaged in learning.

¥-s=1 Answer me:

This section relates back to the story, where the child answers the comprehension questions. It is
recommended to encourage the child to give full answers made of complete sentences.

It is beneficial to add indirect questions to stimulate child’s imagination and encourage him thinking and
problem solving. This activity enhances the child’s use of syntax and gradually enables him to apply the

grammatical rules correctly.

¢—i 3 Iread
In this activity the child explores a new letter. The sentence used is extracted from the story as a key sentence
and contains all shapes of a new letter. The child is therefore familiar with this sentence, and the words it
contained should be taught to the child through card games. He should not be asked to decode these words as

most of them contain letters that the child has not learned yet.



0— ;i I distinguish :

After the child has discovered this new letter, and read words containing it, he is now required to recognize its
2 -
sound and shape with short vowels: ( —, — , —)andlongvowels: (¢s — 9 — 1).

N — =&l Idecode (spell) :

The words that have been chosen in this exercise only contain learnt letters so far, so the child can read them
independently by decoding and joining them into syllables. We need to give the child time and support into
doing so without reading them for him or asking him to repeat after us, as this practice makes the child
memorize the shape of the words rather than decoding them which will hinder his reading ability and reduces

his fluency at a later stage.

Writing Activities:

The first few exercises are designed for class activities, as the teacher needs to use certain skills and steps so that
each exercise meets its target. Through this the teacher will be able to assess the child’s comprehension and

progress.

An example of this is demonstrated through the exercise that requires the child to join the letter with the
correct picture there are certain steps that need to be followed in order to achieve the target set for it, this is a
very important exercise that examines child’s ability to distinguish between long and short vowels with each
new letter. This is the very reason that led to the way the book has been set out with a picture index in the
back of the book, the child should not see the word next to the picture; otherwise he would join it

automatically to the syllable.

Thereafter follows the exercises that are set out for homework, like spelling, handwriting, and colouring.
These exercises do not need any particular teaching method but require time and practice. Spelling is one of
the exercises in the book that is very important and fruitful if practised correctly, as it enhances children

reading skills and consolidates letter shapes and perception.

Parent / Carers are advised to spend time with their children reading each word slowly and monitor children
writing them letter by letter, and guiding them through joining letters correctly.

It is not appropriate to ask the child to copy the words many times and memorize them; this practice is stresstul
for little children and will not help them in distinguishing between letters and neither in joining them

correctly.

Lastly, we advise carers to stay in touch with the school, make sure that adequate time is spent on homework
but care is taken not to overwhelm the child. It is imperative to make sure that the child does not miss school
unnecessarily.

Fatima Dabboussi



